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income opportunity for economically 
marginalized people in our society while 


communicating about their issues to the 


public. 
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For advertising rates and infor 


Just start in 
right here... 


e have a great 32 page issue of 
“words from the streets” for 
you with this month's 


magazine. Our cover story is just over on 
page 4 and S, but the theme of youth and 
their future comes in several other places as 
well. Michael Walters and photographer 
Pieter de Vos team up again to tell us a 
rock and roll story about band Mollys 
Reach on pages 16 and 17. 


Calgary assistant editor LeAnn 
Brown is leaving the magazine this 
month and we wish her well. Her so- 
longs are on page 15, and her comment 
on Rob’s prison journal is on page 22. 
Thanks LeAnn and good luck. 


LeAnn also helped pull together the 
remarkable photos from Stretch’s album 
that appear on 26. 


Our Words on the Street column for 
Our Voice vendors and others continues 
with some real truths. “Missy” put in a 
story about welfare, James Charles has 
one about education and Corey Unruh 
talks about moving to Calgary. Terry 
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As of July 1st there will be a new 
age vw in Calgary handling Our Voice 


g) Tim, Wilder and Rick Whittaker 
at Connection Housing will be working 

with the Vendors, and assisting with the 
magazine in Calgary. 


Smith. Words on the Street are on pages 
18 and 19. 


“Sandra” wrote a stirring story about 
homelessness and hardship around hous- 
ing on page 6. We were able to add some 
additional information about housing as 
well. 


Last September we ran a story about 
Calgary street-worker Ray Yauk and we 
were saddened to learn of his death recent- 
ly. People submitted some remembrances 
of Ray and they’re on page 12. 


Linda Dumont did a fine piece on the 
Inner City Advocacy Network on page 8. 

Peter Collins’ story “Angel” is the sub- 
mission of fiction for this month, another 
piece from our Stuart McLean contest. 


Thanks again as well to cartoonists: 
Linda Dumont, Jon Dykstra, Ed Gould, 
Derek Oliver and to crossword puzzler, 
Susan Andrews. 


Welcome Connection Housing in Calgary 


CONNECTION HOUSING 
409-10th Avenue SE 
Calgary, AB T2W 3M6 
232-6777 

Fax: 263-8339 - 
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OUR VOICE welcomes your contribution. 
Letters sent to the editor are assumed to be fi 
lication, unless otherwise indicated. OUR VOICE 
welcomes written submissions, particularly those on 
IBM or Mac compatible computer disk, cartoons, 
photographs or artwork. OUR VOICE cannot 
accept responsibility for any submission. No part of 


or pub- 


this newspaper may be reproduced in any form with- 
out written permission from OUR VOICE. 

pinions expressed in this newspaper are not nec- 
essarily those of OUR VOICE, the editors or pub- 


~. lishers. 


| MAIL: sparechg@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
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This publication exists because 


of the efforts of the people 
who sell it to you on the street, 
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the vendors. For our vendors 
OUR VOICE js a job that 
helps them to be independent 


and self-employed. Each issue 


we highlight one of our ven- Our Vendor Profile bs L 
dors in Vendor Profile to let ie 3 
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~ he seven kids whocomeinto money. and get those really high paying jobs 


talk about the future have The gang is lively and everyone gets ~Work on the cal and so on. Girls work- 

pretty concrete plans forthe —_ribbed about just about anything, as they 18 ONT igs? It’s just not going to hap- 

month after their graduation. _ gather around Ms McKinnon’s desk in pen.” she says. 

They are a confident, boister- _ her back office. We’re in McNally High It’s not easy to get the good jobs. 
ous bunch. Sam Petrov is going to con- School, on the south side and just east “You've got to have the connections,” 
tinue his job waitering in a hotel. Will of downtown in Edmonton. says Sam, whose mother’s connections 
he make enough money to get by? Jaime Kessel is less thrilled with her helped him get his waiting job. Everyone 
“Definitely not.” With some of his waiting job, and the money she will agrees and the list of those whose family 
friends here, he’s planning to start a make this summer, “The guys can go out ‘helped make them connections grew 
roofing business and make some real fast. 
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Summer Yeo vol- 
unteered four 
summers and 
then worked 
another summer 
at a very low 
wage, before she 
finally landed 
herself a Parks 
and Recreation 
Leader job. She’s 
very pleased 
about it and the 
pay. But that’s 
not her only job 
either. Like most 
of the other kids, 
she’s got another 
one too, as a 
swimming 
instructor. 
They pretty 
much have 
longer term 
plans figured 
too, most of 
them planning 
| SO to continue their 
~~ Community Service education, at 

: university if they 
can get in. “I’ve 

h 

Be yourself (and a little bit more) eis 
and I’ve been 
saving up,” 
Kevin Wong says 
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Call the YMCA nearest you. 


PHONE: (403) 454-0884 
FAX: (403) 413-9449 
E-Mail:laveng@msn.com 


LAVIOLETTE ENGINEERING LTD. 


Consulting Engineers 


10973 - 138 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5M 1P3 


GEORGE SPADY CENTRE 


Providing overnight shelter and detoxification services 
for Drug & Alcohol Abuse problems. Treatment Referral Available. 


For more information, drop by 


10015 - 105 A Avenue 
Edmonton T5H 0M5 
424-8335 


Custom Laminating 
Services 


Custom Lamination of All Printed Media 
1.5 mil 3 mil 5 mil 10 mil Film 
FOAM CORE «¢ 40” x 60” » PLAQUE MOUNTING 
No Minimum Charge 


Kevin Wong and Summer Yeo, McNally Composite High 
School grads who appear on this month’s cover, have 
lots of plans for the future. 


* Menus *Membership — * Children’s Art ¢ Maps - Experts in Dissection 
«Report Covers Cards * Newsprint Lamination & Reconstruction 
¢ Flip Charts * Signage * Blueprints of Oversize Maps 
about how he’ll afford his education plans. No one really Laminating is Our Business / Our Only Business 
expects their summer earnings to be able to pay their way Fax 462-0530 Call 469-7890 


through school, and most expect family help. 


Aly Rajani, who gets introduced as a scholar by the others 
when he comes in, is daunted about paying for university. Indu strial, Wood 
He wants to go into an eleven year program and figures he ‘ 
could be $110,000 in debt by the end of it. He has started a & Allied Workers 


catering business, but he’s evidently concerned about how to of Canada 
pay for his education. The prospect of debt is frightening, Affiliated with the CLC 
“especially if you graduate and don’t get a high-paying job; P| ka Bi Local 1-207 


some people are even defaulting, declaring bankruptcy.” 


& WA 4262-91 A Street 
Sam Petrov isn’t going to school in the fall. He’s putting it 2 4 Edmonton, AB T6E 5V2 
off a year so he can work and afford school. He'd like to CANADA 463-9070 Fax: 461-5020 


work his way through, without a huge debt. And Sam has 
expenses, too, it turns out. He runs a car, and insurance isn’t 
cheap... nearly $200, about a third of his pay, each month, 
over $2,200 a year. Kevin Wong figures he pays around 
$1,000. 


Not all of the kids at McNally are as set up as this gang. 
Some are just starting to look for summer work. “You can 
get cheap jobs.” But you won’t make much money and it 
could well be a job you won’t necessarily want to do, they 
say. 

—Keith Wiley 


ACHIEVE YOUR DREAMS WITH 


NUTRITION FOR LIFE 
BME ER NATIEO NAL 
ANY DREAM IS POSSIBLE. 

For more information call: 

Knud Nielsen 
403 432-0168 
403 439-3195 


But the Federal government has begun changing all 

the rules for social housing in Canada. For a start it is 
"transferring" -some say dumping- the responsibility for 
social housing to the provinces. Agreements have been 
signed with Saskatchewan and New Brunswick. What is not 
clear is the kind of agreement the federal government is 
discussing with other provinces. The federal government has 
been a large funder and has set some of the standards 
around social housing. For example, it is a federal regulation 
that not more that 30% of gross income be charged for social 
housing. 

National housing groups want to make sure that renters 
are heard in these negotiations and that standards for hous- 
ing aren't totally lost in the process. One such national orga- 
nization is the Canadian Housing and Renewal Association. 
They are attempting to have the federal government set up 
conditions for the transfer of social housing dollars. A main 
point is to ensure that the tax money that will be transferred 
to the provinces is directed to the provision of housing for 
low and moderate income households. 


"Long term affordable housing needs to be more than a 
broken promise. We need commitments from all levels of 
government that the most vulnerable members of our soci- 
ety will have housing," says Alberta representative George 
Kelly. 

"Without the government support, many housing pro- 
jects would no longer be affordable. .... SEE HOMES page 8 


QO: 2,000,000 Canadians rely on subsidized housing. 


BY SANDRA 


"T've lived here for the last twenty months ... every 

night." Sam had moved out of the river valley into an 
apartment. Every night that he goes "home" is another 
victory to count. 


fr Sam, a place to call home is counted out in months. 


Sam is one of the lucky ones who found room in a spe- 
cially-assisted housing project. The downtown apartments 
are helping with homes for many people who would other- 
wise have no place to live. Andrea works with these people 
and tells some of the stories she's lived through. 


Pierre spent months squatting in a house with no 
furniture or electricity. He was taken to the hospital and sta- 
bilized. He became another person looking for a place to 
call home. On Christmas Day, Pierre drank egg-nog and ate 
ham, not at the hospital cafeteria, not in a shelter, but in his 
own home. Without subsidized units and supportive hous- 
ing Pierre would be on the street, and in and out of hospi- 
tal. 


For Lin and her family, a place to call home is one 
where your cupboards are not filled with cockroaches, and 
the peeling paint and the broken windows are repaired. 
After living for years in lousy housing, where she paid $100 
a month more than her shelter allowance, Lin now has a 
landlord who does maintenance. She can afford to pay her 
rent and feed her children. 


It's like a dream, to have a place like this," she says as 
her daughter translates. "In our other place, we had to keep 
the stove on all the time for heat, and then I couldn't pay 
the bills." 


Alice doesn't live here anymore. Alice lost her housing 
on a nice April day, after eight months in her suite. Alice 
was a street person, and had spent years moving from place 
to place. She's been evicted from every place she's lived in 
the last 10 years. Alice won't pay her rent, she won't talk to 
her social workers, she can't keep food in the house. 
Addicted to coffee, cigarettes and lottery tickets, Alice bugs 
her neighbours, demanding handouts at all hours of the 
day and night. Alice is ill. She's not a danger to herself, 
unless starving yourself is a danger, or to others. So Alice 
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goes back on the street, back through the shelter system. 


Alice fantasizes about someday being reunited with her chil- 
dren. She hopes that now they are grown up they will return to 
love her just as she tried to love them. But it's too late for that. 
Alice wasn't well enough: to be a good mother years ago, and 
her children can't forget those early years. 


Nor can the rest of the family forget Alice, each time they 
get involved, they say it's the last. They won't help her any- 
more: the brother who comes through with the rent, the sister 
who takes her in yet again when Alice is homeless. For each of 
them the pain of trying to help Alice is always there. Now 
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there really is no other place to go. At the end of the day, Alice 
doesn't really live anywhere. 
Sandi doesn't live here anymore either. Sandi is back on 
the streets. The last time I saw her, she was bruised and had a 
broken arm. ‘T'll stay in touch," she says. "When my arm's bet- 
ter, maybe you can help me find some work." Sandi's friends 
hurt her. They hurt her a lot. And she doesn't seem to be able 
to leave. The first time Sandi got beaten we had the guy picked 
up. We took him off the lease and helped make Sandi's place 
safe. It wasn't long before he was back. And it wasn't long 
before Sandi was back on the bottle, fighting with someone 
else. So now Sandi doesn't live here anymore. ...see Place p. 9 


KAPOWN CENTRE 


Rehabilitation & Treatment Centre 
Chemical dependency services directed toward 
people 16 years of age and older. 

e Minimum 6 week residential program. e 
e Continuous intake. e 24-hour in-patient care. e 


General Delivery qi tOWN CENT 
Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO te? 
(403) 751-3921 FAX: 751-3831 a 


U of A Dentistry 
is booking appointments for: 


Teeth Cleaning 492-4458 
Dentures 492-5182 
Children (Ages 5-15) 492-5182 


Helping People Help Themselves 


\ See 
S .H*ECE TeeEeR 


Exploring Alternatives with Victims of Family Violence 
Franciscan Sisters Benevolent Society 

11035 - 92 Street Phone (403) 422-7263 

Edmonton, AB (403) 424-6872 


26 years in Alberta! 
6 l 
SAND AND GRAVEL LTD. 


L & T Mix Sand & Gravel Ltd., 2nd Floor, 8020 - 50th St., Leduc, AB T9E 7G3 
Phone (403) 986-6721 After hours (403) 986-1890 
PROUD TO SERVICE CLIENTELE 
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Sonias Grocery 


Box 539, Hobbema, Alberta 
\/ TOC 1NO 

Tel (403) 585-2032 

Fax (403) 585-2359 


Another Samson Management Project 


Marvin Cryer, who has been a client for a long time, visits 
with the friendly staff at the Health Centre. Photo by 
John Zapantis. 


Health Centre hosts open house 


in celebration of expanding service 


dmonton’s Boyle McCauley Health Centre is hosting an 
fic house” and celebration on Friday, June 13 from 3 

pm to 7 pm. “It’s an excuse for celebrating,” says the 
Centre Director, Sharon Thurston. “We wanted to have a 
party and we wanted to thank all the people who have helped 
us to expand the services,” she said. “There are a lot of people 
who have put a lot of time and effort into it.” 


The medical centre opened its doors in 1990, providing a 
variety of medical services to the residents of the inner city. 
The Health Centre now has a mobile nurse, Shirley Hall, who 
often visits patients at their homes on a bicycle. The Centre 
has its own lab services, a dental clinic and a foot clinic on 
Mondays. 


Recently two aboriginal health workers were brought on 
staff to work with many of the aboriginal people in the area. 
“We're trying to be culturally sensitive to the people that live 
in this community,” says Thurston. Noel Dowell is a tubercu- 
losis “bounty hunter” who regularly tracks down and visits 
people in the area who may have come in contact with the 
disease. He helps with tests to ensure no one contracts the dis- 
ease without immediate treatment. 


“The staff are really kind,” says Margaret Cryer, who has 


been using the Centre since it opened. “Not only do I come 
here, but my sister and brother do too,” she says. 


by John Zapantis 


Homes... continued from 6 


City governments cannot manage to cover all the costs of social 
housing. This means more than rents increasing. 


Will the province continue to support not-for-profit housing and 
some of the private non-profits like Handicapped Housing, and the co- 
operative housing sector? Unless there are strong guarantees in new fed- 
eral - provincial agreements, there is the possibility of sell offs of some of 
the public housing stock. 


Housing Co-ops are taking on the fight for housing at the national 
level. "There's more at stake than just an administrative transfer. Co-ops 
are worried that their rights under long-term legal agreements signed 
with Ottawa may be threatened," says executive director of the 
Cooperative Housing Federation, Alexandra Wilson. 


Her concerns are echoed by Helen Krimmer, director of the 
Handicapped Housing Society of Alberta. Close to one hundred of the 
wheelchair accessible units in the Edmonton area are operated through 
housing co-ops. "We're really concerned about the loss of co-op housing. 
Its been a very effective way to provide an integrated housing opportuni- 
ty for persons with disabilities. People want to be part of the community, 
not put away off to one side." + 


"Surely there are 


enough services. 
No one has to really 


go homeless... 


Do they?” 
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"At least you were decent enough to tell me in 
person," she says through her split lip, when I go 
to tell her she will have to leave. Finding safe 
housing for Sandi will take more than a building, 
it will take a miracle. 


Diane was a dealer. She made her living by 
being faster, smarter and meaner than anyone 
else. When times were good, Diane was okay. Her 
shelves were full of law books, the calendar full 
of appointments with doctors to get more pre- 

scription drugs and her place full of friends. 
There was enough money for everyone and her 
boyfriend got what he needed. The traffic 
flowed out of her suite and the money was 
picked up on a regular basis. 


When times were bad, things got unpleasant 
for Diane. Sometimes she'd end up in hospital, 
sometimes she'd just disappear. 


"She's always having accidents," her boyfriend 
would tell me. And I would start to check the 
hospitals, but Diane never used her real 
name. 


It took a long time to get Diane to move out. 
She knew every law that would help her 
fight to stay. Finally she left and the locks 
were changed on her place. A few months 
later, Diane turned up dead in a downtown 
crackhouse. Just another accident, just 
another dealer, just another woman. + 


Sandra, and the other people in this story 


wished not to be identified, their names have 
been changed. 


You have been victimized, and 
feel powerless. How can you 
fight back? 


STORY AND PHOTOS BY 


LINDA DUMONT 


"Jane" found herself homeless after 
her purse containing $400 in rent 
money was stolen at the end of April. 
She is on medical Supports For 
Independence (SFI -welfare), and lives 
alone. Social Assistance refused to 
replace the stolen money. 


When Jane told her landlord, she was 
issued an illegal 48 hour eviction notice 
on May Sth, then was pressured to move 
out in less than 24 hours. With no fami- 
ly or friends to turn to, as a last resort, 
Jane appealed to the Inner City 
Advocacy Network. There, she found 
temporary assistance until her next 
cheque and until she can move into 
another suite. Since May Sth Jane has 


Where do vou go when you find 
yourself dealing with a system which 
1" ss C understand? 
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been staying in a hotel room, and her 
meals have been provided. Because of 
the emotionally charged atmosphere, 
having her return to her suite was not 
considered in her best interests. The 
landlord will be issued a reprimand 
because Jane was legally entitled to a 14 
day eviction notice for non payment of 
rent. 


Inner City Advocacy has several staff. 
Leo deals with landlord and tenancy 
problems, and there is a worker for crim- 
inal justice advocacy. In the future they 
plan to have workers in the areas of 
addictions and health, mental health 
and community education, chaplaincy, 
and employment. 


"| just think its wonderful that there's 
some kind of set up. they're helping me 
to get my furniture and moving it to my 
new place, Jane said. For Jane, advocacy 
made a difference. Not only was she 
helped through a crisis, but she has been 
empowered by knowing that there is 
someone on her side. 


David Perteet is an injured worker. 
After he suffered a job-related injury, he 
was on Workers' Compensation from 


September 1994 to September 1995. 
David was working in a box on a forklift 
which was not securely fastened in place. 
He fell twenty-two feet. 


"| came down with the box," David 
explained. "My feet took the initial 
shock. I was on crutches for three 
months, then physio, then had a back 
operation. I was referred to a physiother- 
apist. He recommended acupuncture. I 
refused, and was cut off compensation. 


I am still in pain from my shoulder, 
my feet, back and neck.and I’m under 
going multi-disciplinary rehabilitation, " 

At the Advocacy Centre, Mike Trevill 
has gone to bat on David's behalf. "There 
are a couple of things that he was enti- 
tled to right off that he hasn't received. 
We've got the issue he appealed, termi- 
nation of benefits, and rate of compensa- 
tion. With David, after he got hurt he 
was terminated for non-compliance. 
According to section 49, they can't ter- 
minate, just suspend. As soon as he was 
prescribed more physio he was being 
compliant, and heshould have been rein- 
stated." 


Mike is himself an injured worker,. 
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Mike Trevill 
(right) talks 
with David at 
the Inner City 
Advocacy 
Network. 


ACROSS: 
Rayna hears 
about a 
problem at 
ICAN. 


The goal is empowerment 
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"I was with the United Steel Workers," Mike said, "I got 
crushed on the job. After that] was on W,C.B. and I got cut 
off three times. I wouldn't attend work hardening. I got 
them to retrain me with a four year university degree, but I 
never completed it because | got a job before I was finished. 
As I see it, the big problem with David's case is no fixed 
address, not knowing the system and working with an 
unfriendly employer. These have all contributed." 


"The boss tried to make me look like the bad guy. I'm not 
suicidal. There are innuendoes that the accident was on 
purpose so I could get on W.C.B.", David said. "Rayna and 
Mike opened up avenues for me that I would never have 
suspected. People like me don't see all the clauses. I just see 
the end - denied. Mike brings all these things to my atten- 
tion. He has written letters to U.I.C. for me and has a hear- 
ing set." 

The hearing will be in about eight weeks, and a decision 
will be made after that. In the meantime, David is living on 
standard Supports For Independence of $395 per month, 
without medical benefits. 


What does David hope advocacy will do for him? 


"I was a carpenter since I was fourteen, now I'm thirty- 
nine. All I know is carpentry. W.C.B.'s independent ortho- 
pedic surgeon recommended that I do light duty. I want my 
rehabilitation so I can get back into carpentry or retraining 
in my field - architectural design or other related jobs. I am 
an expert." 


"David is probably the clearest example of a structure 
that started to serve individual human beings but is now 
serving their own policy instead," Rayna explained. 


The goal of advocacy is one of empowerment. Usually, 
people come with problems dealing with bureaucracies, 
government agencies or landlords. Advocacy helps by set- 
ting forth just what they are entitled to, and how they can 
go about getting it. Even more important, having an advo- 
cate means that there is someone in your corner willing to 
support you in the fight for your legal rights. + 


“Proud to help out such a worthwhile program.” 


CP Rail System 


8101 103 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T6A 0X5 
441-4200 


“Good luck vendors.” 
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Community Services Society of Edmonton 
Every Child Has The Right To A Family 


#350 - 10909 Jasper Ave. 
Edmonton, AB T5J 3L9 


Phone: (403) 429-5990 
Fax: (403) 429-6106 


Edmonton ¢ Drayton Valley * Whitecourt * Bonnyville 


Lrray 


JOHN HORTON 
SALES MANAGER 


17811 - 107 Ave, Edmonton, Alta. T5S 1R6 


A Bus. 483-2050 


Fax. 484-3738 


ve 
LOWE  rerscove 


bindery 


printing 
typesetting 


Patricia Raymond 
Manager 
Telephone: 479-0475 Fax: 479-7238 
8540 - 126 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5B 1G9 


We care about your future! Compliments Of 


TARA JEWELLERS 
(1986) LTD. 


Diamond Jewellry, Gold Chains, Custom Handmade Jewellry, 
Repairs & Custom Work at Wholesale Prices 
COMPLETE JEWELLRY APPRAISALS 


Century Place, 9803-102A Ave. 
Edmonton, Alta T5J 3A3 


428-1542 


Arico Instruments Ltd. 


“Working for a better tomorrow” 


9241 - 35 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
process control specialists 


Congratulations GRADS of 96/97 
Celebrating 16 Years of Service 


¢ Year Round Yard Care 
¢ Personal Care ¢ Spring Cleaning 
¢ Companion Care ° S.H.A.R.P. 
ASSOCIATIONFOR —* Heavy Housekeeping pone nae eee an by the Wild 
RESIDENCE Rose Foundation) 
MAINTENANCE FOR 
No GST 


SENIORS 
Phone 482-8992 


CITY WIDE SERVICE cay 432-8991 
VICTORY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 


t= Government = Spirit filled 
& certified teachers 
t= Strong emphasis on 


¢ Homemaking 


accredited private school 
t= Grades K-9 


Christian principles 


More than an alternative, 
a school with a vision to change young people. 


Register now for September enrollment 


To register, call: (403) 413-0322 


£ PROJECT ADULT 


3 
9 6.0. LITERACY 
Literacy & ESL 


¢ Trained volunteer tutors * Confidential 
matched with adult students ¢ Flexible Hours 

* Students work at their own pace * Resource Library 

¢ Student Assessment 


PHONE 424-5514 or 424-7409 
214-10010 - 105 Street, Edmonton, T5J 1C4 


EDMONTON’S FOOD BANK 
requires VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 


Edmonton’s Food Bank requires volunteer drivers and swampers 
from Monday to Saturday, 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Entails picking up 
food donations from grocery stores, fire halls and commercial 
donors. Must have a valid class 5 licence with good driving skills, 
25 years of age or older. 

Other positions needed: Receptionists, Referral Workers, 
Warehouse Assistants and Special Event Volunteers 


Please phone Lorraine at 425-2133 


Ray Yauk 


Many Calgarians were shocked recently by the 
sudden death of Ray Yauk. Just last September Our 
Voice had a special feature story by Candy Watson 
on the well-loved street worker. Candy wrote: 


“Ray knows the Calgary street scene, and 
Calgary knows him. He is always there with his 
backpack over his shoulder, strolling, sitting on a 
bench or in the Express Cafe on 7th Avenue S.W. 
His work is to be available. He cares, listens, 
encourages. He has a few simple resources to share: 
smokes, meal tickets, petty cash, sometimes some 
practical advice. He is also ordained, blessed with a 
sense of humour that used to find expression as a 
sports cartoonist, and he is supported by the con- 
gregation of Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


“One of the things I try to do is ask, ‘What do 
you experience by looking, instead of rushing by or 
crossing the street?’ There are stereotypes and 
myths of people on the street. It is not the concrete 
jungle but if that is what you see you are too nar- 
row in your vision,” Ray says.” 


| IN MEMORIAM 
Ray Yauk 


by Roger Schmitz 

Ray Yauk saw street people as people, and he enjoyed 
them. He didn’t expect perfection, and didn’t look for 
it. He listened intently and asked questions that mat- 
tered, but gently, without ever judging. Although he 
would sometimes confide doubts about whether he was 
effective in drawing people out and encouraging them 
to just be, I believe his street ministry was the crowning 
achievement of a life of humility - the sort of spiritual 
wisdom that is too often shoved aside so that some- 
thing “practical” can be done. Ray knew that if life has 
no meaning, no connections with others, there is pre- 
cious little point to doing anything. Like those on the 
street, he learned how to “waste time” by being with 
others in the present. But unlike many of the homeless, 
he was able to use the various institutions of charity 
without being subservient to them. Ray understood the 
politics but chose to stay independent, so his relation- 
ships could stay personal and based on love. In the end, 
that’s what mattered. May he rest in peace. 


“He once told me he thought there was 


_ nothing a person could do to earn God’s love 


because God loves us and takes us as we are. 


Ray is greatly missed.” 


Ray Yauk 


by Garth Crane 

I remember Ray’s slow, easy-going smile and his little 
chuckle. His personality was one in a million. He was a 
good listener and he sat with you as a friend. He never 
criticized: When talking about current problems he 
would point out different views on the subject, thereby 
making a person think for one’s self. He was unselfish 
and was a friend to the poor, the sick, the friendless. He 
once told me he thought there was nothing a person 
could do to earn God’s love because God loves us and 
takes us as we are. Ray is greatly missed. 
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Congratulations 
Grads of 96/97 


1 e 
Homesharing 
the Practical Housing 
Alternative 
« Shared Accommodation 
* Affordable Rental Rates 
* Shared Expenses and Responsibilities 
For more information call: 


423-5510 


The Society for Retired 
and Semi-Retired 


SUN TAN STUDIOS 


12 Studios 


in Edmonton 
Homesharing 


_LearnNét 


LearnNet offers a high-technology 
alternative to classroom learning 
Through LearnNet, your child can have access to the biggest class- 
room in the world — while her classroom teacher is just a phone call 
or email away. LearnNet combines home learning through technol- 
ogy with solid, school-based classroom education for students from 

Grades 2 through 12. 


Connect to a whole new world of learning with LearnNet. 
To find out more about LearnNet, please attend one of our open houses. 


John D. Bracco, 3150 - 189 Avenue, Edmonton, AB (403) 475-1760 
email: dtroock@epsb.edmonton.ab.ca 
kwhiting @ epsb.edmonton.ab.ca 
lmackay @ epsb.edmonton.ab.ca 


SUMMER! 


Youth University 


forejresrehighe iniversity 


EXDERIENCE! 


eeseoaecooeeocecneeeaneeees ed 


University of Alberta life 


Here's your chance to sample life as a university 
student and explore the campus ¢ Classes give 
you a great introduction to University material 
through lots of hands-on activities, trips and labs « 
Meet other high school students * Enjoy evening 
activities * Stay in Lister Hall Residence if you're 
from out of town 


Three one-week sessions in JULY 1997 


http://www.extension ualberta.ca * maryanne.budnitsky @ ualberta.ca 


Tdeslone (403) 492-5597 © Fax (403) 492-1857 


=SNELS OFF Congratulations 
LUMBER GRADS of 96/97 


Custom Engineered Floor & Roof Trusses, 
Cabinets, Vanities, Windows and Doors 
Deck, Fence, Trim & Mouldings Precoated 


Uae ieee LG AE empmeee by be) ey 


“Quality Materials for People Who Build” 


The Edmonton Public Library’s Annual 
Paperback Booksale at the Fringe 


Planet of the Fringe ire 
Paperback Booksale 


ooh! 
. 


Check out 
the prices! 
Daily, August 15-24 
12-10pm 


25 cents each 
Alley behind Strathcona Library 


Telephone (403) 423-3391 
Fax (403) 426-2980 


WAYNE D. HATT, B.A., LL.B. 


WAYNE D. HATT 

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public 
1209 Canada Trust Tower 

10104 - 103 Avenue, 

Edmonton, Alberta T5J OH8 
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DRILLING SERVICES 
OF CANADA 


Congratulations Grads of 96/97 


Nisku- Office (403) 955-7606 1406 - 5th Street 
Nisku- Fax (403) 955-2332 Nisku, Alberta 
Calgary- Office (403) 264-6702 TOC 2G0 


Baroid Corporation of Canada Ltd. 


Congratulations on First Year Anniversary! 


¢ Entertaining Small Visitors? ¢ Babysitting? 


We rent Infant Car Seats, Cribs .. . anything 
needed for that special wee one! 


Wometots & Whatuets 


9552 - 163 St. ° 483-1153 


¢ Specializing in Quality Children’s Clothing, Maternity 
Wear, Children’s Furniture and Toys and Furniture Rentals 


Call us with your comments. 


Leave a message at 
1-800-882-5954 
or 424-0624 in Edmonton. 


THE PRICE 
OF THE 


MAGAZINE 


I have a comment about 
the price of the magazine. In 
town here there seem to be 
two classes of seller. One is 
selling the magazine to top 
up a pension. The other is 
selling it to make a living. 
The first group needs to 
make only a few bucks a day 
and so can sell it for, say, 75 
cents each. The second needs 
to make at least forty bucks a 
day and so needs, say, $2 per 
issue. Also customers will 
shop around for the cheapest 
seller, which drives the price 
down and reduces income. 

Just as an idea, why not 
replace “sold by donation” 
with “Suggested Donation: 
$2”. That would give the sec- 
ond class of seller a sporting 
chance. It would also reduce 
the haggling over the price. 
Probably the first class of sell- 
er would benefit too. 


Maybe you could experi- 
ment with the idea. 


M.L. Boon, Calgary 


RE: “THE MAN” 


I had to reply to Paula Stein’s 
story, “The Man”, in the May 
issue. | too have taken special 
note of “a man” that sells 
Our Voice outside a local 
IGA. One difference, my 
story of this particular man is 
not a sad one. 


Close up, he is not old 


Write us a letter or send 


e-mail to: sparechg@freenet. 
edmonton.ab.ca 


and yes, a handsome person. 
Handsome in that he has a 
friendly inviting look about 
him. I say inviting because 
when you speak with him it’s 
quite clear he’s really listen- 
ing and you have his full 
undivided attention. He’s 
very easy to talk to and has 
an incredible memory. I 
know I’m one of many peo- 
ple that stop and chat with 
him and I’m flattered when 
he asks me something relat- 
ing to previous conversa- 
tions. To me it means he’s 
genuinely interested in what 
we talk about each time we 
converse. 


It brightens my day to see 
this man. He's always pleas- 
ant and has a smile for every- 
one. 


I know little about where 
he came from and how he 
got to be where he is today. I 
know he barely gets by with 
the money he earns but he 
still manages to constantly 
emit this aura of optimism 
and content. 


This man is also very 
knowledgable about a vast 
array of topics and he has a 
sweet sense of humour. His 
sincerity, his words, his smile 
—a delight to behold. 
Experience it yourself. Stop 
and talk to a vendor. When 
you meet him you'll know it. 
And try to throw in an extra 
$1 to your donation, | guar- 
antee a laugh from him 
when you mention it. 


Debbie Schurman 


Our Voice 


Getting things going..." 


There’s just a whole pile of initiative in 
some people. Ideas and energy abound. 


This became clear at a round-table talk about community 
economic initiatives. The group was gathered at the Poverty in 
Action conference held in Edmonton recently. 


They've got a bicycle lending program, a clothing 
exchange, lawn mowers, monthly orientations and lots of 
ideas. “Everyone has ideas,” says Toni Montgomery from WE 
COPE, (West End Community Outreach Project Edmonton). 
“We've got training, a support network, a barter system and 
we want to start a community economic development corpo- 
ration,” she says. 


And WE COPE is not alone. There’s the Edmonton 
Community Loan Fund here, helping people start new small 
businesses with special loans. The LETSystem barter is practi- 
cally a whole alternative economy too. The Mennonite Centre 
for Newcomers’ New Ventures program has a 12 week business 
“incubation” course to help people start things up. 


Pauline came through the New Ventures course: “I had no 
idea what I didn’t know. I would have flopped for sure, if I 
hadn’t taken the course.” Now she’s sure she’s going to make 
money, enough to contribute to a WE COPE business develop- 
ment plan. 


Where does all this entrepreneurial energy come from? 
Toni explains that WE COPE started out from a “Mother's 
morning out” program for single moms. They began just by 
talking, encouraging each other, setting up a network ... and 
things started happening. 


Working out of their basements, and putting their home 
phone numbers on their brochure, they've initiated these pro- 
jects. 


“It’s all about empowerment,” says Toni. She says she’s 
been transformed by her involvement. “Three years ago, I was 
a mouse,” she says. “Now I am not a mouse.” Everyone 
around the table laughs at the blatant obviousness of this 
statement. 


All this energy and initiative comes out of one thing: 
necessity. A women’s group in north Edmonton realized the 
only jobs they could possibly get were so low-paid they’d have 
trouble just paying for their childcare. They realized they'd 
better find something else. They started another network for 
micro-business, for small home-based business, How far can it 


Ai ae, 


go, how big’s the market? Time will tell, but for a lot of people 
new ideas like these are getting them energized - it’s the only 
thing they’ve got right now. 

—Keith Wiley 


LeAnn says 
hello to Korea 


ere is a globe in the 
middle of my kitchen 
table. It shows all the 


places I haven't been and 
hints at all the things I’ve 
never done. It’s a reminder 
of how comfortable I’ve 
become. How I have carved 
out a space to live. A space 
where I feel secure. It’s a 
huge decision to engage in 
knowing more of the world. But it’s the next move in my life. 
I’m moving to South Korea in early June. 


Strangely, it was an easy decision to make because of my 
time and experiences as Our Voice’s assistant editor. Through 
my contacts with vendors, contributors, street people and 
those I’ve interviewed I’ve come to realize that I am lucky to 
have had the opportunities and experiences I’ve had AND that 
opportunities don’t come along as often as we think they will. 
As assistant editor I’ve talked to a 50 year old who is learning 
to read, to a woman who decided to live life as an artist no 
matter what, to an ex-con with plans for a clean future, and 
vendors who put their care and concern into the workings of 
the magazine. These people have shown me that living means 
embracing every opportunity, especially the things that are 
scary. And what could be scarier than packing up the globe 
and coffeepot and moving to another country? Yes, I’m scared 
and sad and I’m also excited and elated. I know I would regret 
not going. 

I’m proud to have been part of Our Voice and to have 
worked with such special, creative, and funny people. Stay 
tuned for some tales from South Korea. 


It's time for me to pack. 


—LeAnn Brown 
LeAnn Brown has been the Calgary assistant editor for Our Voice 
for the past few months. 
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The energy industry’s pipe fitting and flange experts 


PaMEY VAN LEEUWEN PIPE AND TUBE 


2875 - 64th Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
T6P 1R1 

Telephone: (403) 469-7410 
Telefax: (403) 466-5970 


Best Wishes and continued encouragement 
to everyone involved in education from 


Driftpile 
AV.C. Campus 


BEN Cate Rose To A ta 


S: OFC seo oo 


The Ben Calf Robe Society 
would like to encourage 
all aboriginal children 
to stay in school 


12011 - 76 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5B 2C9 
(403) 477-6648 


Our Children Fax: (403) 479-6199 


are Sacred 


BY MICHAEL WALTERS 


; } usic is expression, and sometimes even 
revolutionary. It gives kids something to 
relate to. But bands who accomplish these 


things don't intend to, I don't think. They 

just write about how their lives are, or what they're feeling, 
Careers in Business Marketing and Management and it hits home with a lot of kids," says guitarist Randy 

Job No 1 at MarTech College is to train people for business Diachuk. Randy is part of Edmonton's premier pop act 

careery and eset them in geting int compe recur, | __Mollys Reach, The four-man band has been staggering on 

about current hot business trends, Business Marketing and the rock and roll tightrope for six years. They've progressed 

Smee A papi ie rg ERLE ua :. from playing cover songs for their friends in west-end fish 

great opportunties and perform successfully. and chip diners for a free bar tab, to filling many of the 

CALL NOW 424-2103 Suite #908, North Tower, more popular live music digs with dance-crazy youngsters 

For a Free Consultation Seventh Street Plaza, and admirers. This led to the band recording an indepen- 


* Student financi bl 
* Job Spel lh and yes oS 10030-107 St., Edmonton, 424-2103 dent CD and then to a deal with a local record label that 


allowed them to record their well-pro- 
duced album Hi-fi and Stereo. 


Music plays a large part in the lives of 
young people. They do indeed relate to 
much of the music that is produced. The 
image is one of non-conformity and free- 
dom. The stereotypes still hold strong: 
the glamour, the creativity, sex, drugs 
and all those kinds of things. As with all 
that is romantic and glamorous, people 
tend not to look for the realities behind 
the shiny attractive fronts they are pre- 
sented with. 

"It isn't an easy thing to do, being in a 
band. Young kids like we were when we 
started out spend so much time watch- 
ing Much Music and M.T.V and they 
think,'wow, would it ever be cool to be 
in a band.' The image is so attractive, but 
you never see the shitty side until you 
climb in deeper," says guitarist Lyle Bell. 
"A lot of bands start out but give up 
quick or just can't seem to make it." 


Mollys Reach has been across 
Canada and back a few times and have 
discovered some of the harsher reali- 
ties to chasing their dream. 


"The people in this band 


ailing guitars 
.. making the music scene 
with Mollys Reach 


stink. It's horrible riding in a van with 
them. It makes me want to cry." Says 
bassist/vocalist Sean Rivilin. "It's hard 
trying to build a strong fan base in 
strange cities and towns. It's always good 
to come home," he adds. 


The band’s major audience falls into 
the fourteen to twenty-four age group. 
Their work hasn't been molded to fit any 
particular crowd, but it's the youth who 
take the most interest in what they do. 


"We've tried to develop a close rela- 
tionship with our fans. We go out of our 
way to talk to people at shows and 
answer their questions. Music isn't as 
pretentious as it used to be. There isn't 
such a social gap between bands and 
their fans," says Bell. 


"I think the only time people actually 
look up to us because we're in a band is if 
the stage is higher than the dance floor. 
We don't want to be looked up to," adds 
Rivilin. 

"| think bands who set out to try 
and be represen- 


tributor to Our Voice 


tative of a larger group of people or who 
become too message heavy aren't taken 
seriously. It seems too contrived and peo- 
ple won't buy it," adds Bell. 


"We're not like that. We're not trying 
to pass messages or wisdom through our 
songs. Our main focus is to entertain 
people. If someone can relate to our 
music, that's alright. It doesn't surprise 
us. It doesn't make us happy or angry," 
says Rivilin. "We're not trying to change 
the world." 

"A statement seems to mean more to 
someone if it's in a song. It's as though 
it's more convincing and it will stick in 
someone's head. Music can definitely be 
an effective means of communication," 
says Bell. 


"Music is an important medium for 
kids. It's like watching television or read- 
ing a book. But it's different in that 
someone will have a favourite song that 
they can listen to over and over for their 
entire lives. I don't know many people 
who watch the same show over and over 
or read the same book every day," says 
Rivilin. 

"We love being in a band. It's fun. It's 


| fun to write songs that people like, and 


it's fun to play them live. It energizes us. 
It's our scene and we hope we can keep 
doing it for a long time and maybe even 
make some money one day," says 
Diachuk. 

"It's a good life if it works out." says 
drummer Steve Derpy. "I just want to be 
the kind of guy who can march to the 
beat of my own drums, man." + 


Writer and poet 
Michael Walters has 
been a frequent con- 


and is a good chum of 
the Mollys Reach gang, 


Phone (403) 428-6981 
Fax (403) 428-1581 


EARTHKEEPING 


Food and Agniculture in Christian Perspective 


Working toward a just and sustainable food system 
from producer to consumer, both locally and globally 


205, 10711 - 107 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5H OW6 


Saluting all those whose hard work promotes 
Aboriginal Economic Development from 


Fond Du Lac Economic. 
Development Corporation 


ty 
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Tel (306) 686-4856 or Fax (306) 686-2040 
Fond Du Lac Development Corp. 
Box 211, Fond Du Lac, SK SOJ OWO 


The Alberta Arbitration 
and Mediation Society 


provides 
* referral service to arbitrators and mediators throughout Alberta 
* information on your benefits, suitability and availability and mediation for solving 


a elite 


your dispute: consumer/commercial, matrimonial, environmental, employer/employee, 
landlord/tenant, oil and gas, construction/engineering, agriculture, leasing/real estate 
* training province-wide in aribitration and mediation, as part of its 
“Certificate Program in Conflict Management” and for credit towards the 
national designations “Chartered Arbitrator” and “Chartered Mediator” 
* custom-designed conflict management training offered on site for individual 
and corporate clients 
* consultative expertise in dispute resolution systems design for corporations, 
businesses and not-for-profit organizations 


433-4881 or 1-800-232-7214 
Fax: (403) 433-9024 


Our warmest hello to all our brothers 
and sisters across the nation 


A message from Chief Abraham Hunter, 
Members & Elders of 


_Weenusk 
irst Nation 


Office Hours: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
P.O. Box 1 Peawanuck, ON POL 2HO 
Phone (705) 473-2554 Fax (705) 473-2503 


THE STREET 


| am someone who 
lives on welfare 


live month-to-month. If you have children, the 20th of 
le month is a bonus - that’s when the “Baby Bonus” 

cheque comes. That little bit of money comes in handy. 
That's one day you see a lot of families out there doing their 
shopping. Mother’s buy a few items of food. They can buy 
welfare meat (hamburger), potatoes, and Pampers for the 
babies. 


I wait for your next cheque, wondering if my card will be 
returned. I’m barely getting by with your kids in school. It’s _ 
hard to make ends meet on such a small budget. You can 
only go to the food bank two times a month and all you get 
are beans and macaroni. If you’re lucky, your kids might get 
some treats. | almost feel guilty taking this food, but the 
smiles on my children’s faces make my day and | know | 
have done something good for my babies. Being a mother is 
a big responsibility, on call 24 hours a day. 


I wish that the welfare system would change. If you 
don’t follow the system you're stuck, you don’t get any- 
thing. They don’t care where you eat or sleep. They come 
after you for every little thing. They try to break up homes 
and take away children. Thank goodness for soup lines and 
drop-ins where you can have coffee as a treat. There are also 
people you can talk to, like staff counsellors and volunteers. 
They really care but there is only so much they can do. 


by Missy 


| have a job, | can 
send for my son 


am a single father with one child. I have made a lot of 
[mst in my life but the one I never made was to take 

on the responsibility for my four-year-old son. I was on 
welfare and not getting ahead in life, so I left my son with 
family and packed my bags, I took whatever money I had 
on me and moved to Calgary. That was April 8, 1997. 


I took advantage of every opportunity I could to find 
work and a place to stay. It is still hard, but if it wasn’t for 
some of the people that live on the streets, | would never 
have made it this far. Calgary puts out a great street survival 
guide. That helped me out a lot. 


It has been two weeks since I have red HE. STB EFI I 


have a job. I have a home that I will be moving into soon, 
and I can also send for my son to come live with his Dad. 
The only thing I need now is to find a good woman who 
wants a good life and who will love my son as much as I do. 
M. Corey Unruh 


My education 


Strict teachers and the aspect of 
fist fighting became factors 


e very first day of kindergarten I knew that it would 
be difficult to keep up with the rest of the group as the 

other children were yelling and running around. The 
pressure of being an outcast made me turn around to my 
foster-mother for comforting. It ended up that I didn’t 
follow through for the rest of the day nor, for that matter, 
the rest of the year. All I could think about was, “Who’s 
going to take care of my Mom while I’m gone?” 

Being one of a total of 5 native students in the whole 
school didn’t affect the academic achievements I made. 
With the ability to make friends with almost anybody, the 
kids who weren't cool were still my friends even though I 
would take verbal punishment. I knew that the group of: 
accelerating students were snobs but that each and every 
one of them had feelings. 


When the sixth grade approached my family moved. A 
decision of whether I was going to stay with the first school 
or transfer lay in my mind. | figured that a change of 
schools would let me compare the educational systems. A 
few different changes like a smaller library, strict teachers 
and the aspect of fist fighting became factors. 


The mathematics was a funny transfer because we were 
taught in the metric system compared to the imperial and 
where we were in the book was much farther than the new 
school had approached. Fractions were the first step back- 
wards and when it came to test time I breezed through with 
an A-. 

Junior high school became very competitive as I met stu- 
dents from both of my schools and new students from oth- 
ers. Developments were made towards the friends crew and 
relationships were made, then broken. 

When high school arrived the core of Math, Phys Ed., 
one science, and 2 Englishes were pre-requisites. I seem to 
always remember my Algebra teacher asking whether or not 
I was going to enter university to become an engineer. He 
asked how my English was doing so I told him the truth. 


by James Charles 
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BLUE GUILLS 


COLLEGE 


One ot Canada’s Ist Native-controlled education centres, 


Serving our students for 25 years. Promoting native spirituality and culture. 


Courses available on a full-time or part-time basis. 


Let Blue Quills help you acheive your goals! 


Call Blue Quills oan now for more information 


1-888-645-4455 (Toll Free) 


Blue Quills First Nations College 
Box 189, Saddle Lake, Alberta TOA 3T0 


CALGARY METAL ‘::° 


3415 OGDEN ROAD SE 
CALGARY, ALBERTA PHONE (403) 262-4542 
CANADA T2G 4N4 FAX (403) 262-1114 


Our mission is very simple 
to manage 
the world’s most important investments 
yours 


Levesque Securities 
It's easy to make a mission statement, but 
what's important is what's behind it. Our mission 
# is based on a sound grasp of the financial world 
» and an exceptional level of commitment from 
each and every member of our team. 
We believe both factors are equally important. 
Because for us, your financial success is not an 
| option — it’s why we’re here. 
Now on the internet! The Internet's most 
David Schayes complete source of RSP information: 
448-2679 http://www. Isl.vs 


gee and encouraging meaningful awareness of 
e needs of Aboriginal people everywhere, from 


Chief Robert Breaker Jr. and Councillors: 


Government Services Adrian A Stimson 
Ruth Scalp Lock 
Francis (Butch) Wolfleg 
Eldon Weasel Child 
Leonard Good Eagle 
Lorretta Door 
Morris Running Rabbit 
Vencent Yellow Old Woman 
Andrew (Curly) Solway 
Resource Development Services Leroy Good Eagle 
Clifford Many Guns 
Clarence (Agar) Wolfleg 


Nor SIKSIKA NATION 


TRIBAL ADMINISTRATION 
BOX 1034 Siksika, Alberta Tod 3Wo 
(403) 734-51700 


Human Services 


Land Management Services 


/ 


This story is the second 
in a fiction series, a win- 
ner in the Our Voice 
contest for stories in the 
real human vein of 
Stuart McLean. Peter 
Collins won a copy of 
Stuart McLean’s book, 
The Vinyl Cafe, for his 
submission. 


ANGEL 


BY PETER COLLINS 


t seemed a life time now that she had 
stood on that corner trying to catch the 
eyes of the men who drove by in their 
expensive vehicles. These winter nights 
were always the worst. It was difficult to 
stay warm and look appealing at the same 
time. She had a habit. They had the cash. It 
was so simple she could almost laugh about it. 


Just one more trick and she could quit for 
the night and head over to see that foreign 
devil and make her purchase. She had awoke 
up around 
noon with 
a terrible 
headache, 
the rig 
still in her 
vein. She 
knew that 
bastard 
was Cut- 
ting his 
product 
with something the last few days. She should 
buy from someone else but tonight she just 
wanted to go see him and get back to her 
room. He was familiar to her and so that sim- 
plified things. She felt comfortable with famil- 
iar things just like any other human being. But 
these days she wondered more often, did she 
still belong to that species or not. She knew 
she was out of control, but how to stop? How 
to gain control again? More and more often 
this past week she had taunted the lady of 
death that filled her syringe and called her 
home. It would be so easy to put a stop to this 
nightmare merry-go-round she was riding on. 


As if to push her misery to the limit a snap- 
ping north wind had blown up and was giving 
her a stinging headache with its ever so cruel 
bite. To hell with this she’d take what she had 
and just buy an eight ball. Turning home she 
thought of her mother, a call every three hours 
now was appearing on her phone from Mom’s 
number. She wanted to pick it up sometimes 
and relieve the woman’s suffering and she 
wanted to leave it ring and punish her further. 
To hell with everybody and everything she 
thought, it was all so phoney it made her sick. 
Nobody cared about anybody else. Take what 
you need and to hell with the rest. Just stay 


high and then none of it mattered. It was the 
only time she wasn’t in pain. 


She spotted the truck as soon as she round- 
ed the corner. He was there at her dealer’s 
house waiting for her. She had avoided him 
now for three days. He hadn’t had one penny 
from her since Tuesday and she had heard that 
he was looking for her night and day. Finally 
he had gotten smart and had decided to go 
and wait where he knew she would go rather 
than chase back and forth between the possi- 
ble haunts. This was the problem with sticking 
with familiar things. She knew that if he 
found her, it would mean a beating that could 
take her life. She had seen what he was capa- 
ble of. She had stood helpless and in horror 
the day he had beat her predecessor senseless. 
The other girls who worked the same corner 
had later told her the extent of the girl’s 
injuries. She would be in a wheelchair for the 
rest of her life. Her once beautiful face had a 
scar from temple to chin where he had slashed 
her with the razor after she had fallen to the 
ground. 


A shiver of fear ran through her body. She 
turned in a panic and started on a dead run 
the way she had come. Her need to stay alive 
outweighed her need to get high. In the mid- 
dle of the alley she had turned into to get out 
of the light she slowed, stopped and sat down 
in the waist-high snow to the side and started 
to cry. The deep, powdered snow had com- 
pletely enveloped her body and was drawing 
the pain from her tortured ninety-pound 
frame. At that precise moment she knew she 
would not leave the alley alive. She felt a peace 
and calm about her that she had never experi- 
enced. The northern lights were dancing an 
azure green high above her in the Arctic sky. 
Her thoughts went first to her babies. She had 
not seen them in over a year. Social services 
had placed both of them with a good family 
and she had heard that they had legally adopt- 
ed them. Vivid images of her mother, father, 
brothers and sisters crystallized within her. She 
understood even now how they would all suf- 
fer through this but she was now no longer in 
control of the process... She began aloud the 
words of the familiar prayer she had learned as 
a child and let the cold of the night take the 
last of her pain. + 
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Sorrow and Fear 


A blonde haired blue eyed boy 
with a joyous laugh, 
and a sparkling eye. 
With a gentle nature and soul. 
You are my son. 


I fought to keep you safe with me, 
to open the world for you, 
without fear of rejection. 
They forced me to choose between 
those one or three. 


I cried as | signed the papers. 
I hated their guts. 
I hated the one that said 
that he'd stand and protect my son. 
He didn't. 


I was lost in a maze of emotion. 
Paranoid, lost and afraid. 
They saw only the surface. 
The truth I couldn't show them. 
I was afraid. 


And all of my fears came true. 
I lost my darling boy, 
and though I wish to find him, 
I have not the money to search for him. 
Where is he? 


Time has dulled the aching. 
But the pain has not gone away. 
I want my son, whereever he is. 
I want to know him again. 
Does he want to know me? 


I am afraid. 


— Susan Kerr 


Our Voice welcomes your poetry. Keep your own copy, as we 
cannot return submissions. Poetry editor: Michael Walters. 


| St. Albert, Alberta, Canada T8N 5A7 


SANDRA LANGFORD 

SALES ASSOCIATE 
sutton group - 
nor-vista realty 


AN INDEPENDENT MEMBER BROKER 
200 Carnegie Drive, Suite 201 


Congratulations grads of 96/97 


Anne McLellan 


Member of Parliament, Edmonton Northwest 
Minister of Natural Resources 


Please feel free to call or write my 


Constituency Office (postage free) 
12304 - 107 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 
TSM 1Z1 
E-mail: http://www.planet.eon.net/-mclellan/ 


Phone: 495-3122 Fax: 495-2598 
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For information please call 422-1970 or FAX 426-0192 
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WILLIAMS 
ELECTRONICS 
LIMITED 


17307 - 103 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
CANADA T5S 1J4 

PH: (403) 489-3882 
FAX (403) 486-4287 


Working to put People to Work 


Edmonton Kenworth Ltd. 


L.] KENWORTH 


NORTHSIDE SOUTHSIDE 
14236 - 121A Avenue 2110 - 91 Avenue 
453-3431 464-1212 


(24 hrs) bus: (403) 458-9399 | 
res: (403) 458-5714 | 
fax: (403) 459-6019 | 


for 
Hometan Hides 
Moose, Elk or Deer 
Cutbead Moccasins 
New or (Good) Used 
Small Hand Drums 


Phone (403) 352-6222 ¢ Ask for Perry 


METIS CHILD AND FAMILY 
SERVICES SOCIETY 


10437-123 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta TSN 1N8 
(403) 452-6100 Fax: 452-8944 


NORTHWEST BIBLE COLLEGE 


11617 106 Avenue 

Edmonton AB T5H OS1 

Phone: (403) 452-0808 

Fax: (403) 452-5803 

E-Mail: northwest@ oanet.com 

Website: www.nwbc.ab.ca 
1946-1996 


50 Years Training Leadership By His Design 


the Prosthetics 
& Orthotics 


Company 


Stanley P. Wiodarczyk, C.P, (¢,a) 
Phone 403 - 448-1281 
Fax 403 - 448-1283 


AutoCAD BY 
CORRESPONDENCE 


AutoCAD Operator Certificate, AutoCAD 2D, 3D 
AutoCAD LT, AutoLISP, 3d Studio, Microstation 


Southern Alberta 
Institute of Technology 


* Solutions for Difficult Fittings 
* 17 Years Experience 

* Flexible Hours 

* Free Personal Consultations 


10613 - 82 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Fora free ACET Department, SAIT 
brochure, 1301 - 16 Avenue NW 
write or Calgary, Alberta T2M OL4 
call: Ph: (403) 284-8430 

Fx: (403) 284-7077 


e-mail: cadd@sait.ab.ca 
http://www, sait.ab.ca/cadd 


SS 


Prison journal excerpts by 


Rob McCaghren Jr. 


ARTICLE BY LEANN BROWN 


He looks like the kid next door, or your son, or the young man 
who mowed your lawn last year. A blonde mop of hair, bangs ; 
sometimes cascading into his eyes, wire-framed glasses, tall and . 
thin, baggy jeans and an oversized t-shirt. He’s always busy, 

energy emitting from him like a strange smell. In his hand is a 
journal he wrote. He wants to be a writer. Tom Clancy and 
Stephen King are his idols. All he wants is for someone to read 
his journal, give him some feedback, tell him if it’s good or not. 
The journal, he explains, is about his time in prison. He’s 
twenty-one and on parole. 
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Prison journal excerpts 


December 25, 1996 


“You know what happened to me today? You know what 
I did? I got so mad at everything that I punched the con- 
crete walls as if I could knock down the building and run 
away ... I broke down in a flurry of anger, depression, and 
pure hate and I slammed into those walls until both my fists 
were bloody and ... | broke my right hand! My cellmate had 
to pull me away from the wall and sit on me until I calmed 
down. And then I sat there and cried - tears and all - for 
nearly an hour. ” 


His journal is neat and organized, the handwriting clear. He 
wrote it for his father, for the mother he struggles to have/not 
have a relationship with. 


December 25, 1996 


“Right now I've been here for a little over two months 
and now I want to know this - DOES MY MOTHER EVEN 
KNOW?” 


Many of the journal entries are efforts to understand and 
articulate the emotional impacts of a life. Most reveal frustration 
and the pain of not having any control. 


January 13, 1997 

“I’m a little pissed off that my lawyer didn’t show up like 
he said he would. That could really throw everything off 
schedule. I have court tomorrow and I haven’t been able to 
talk about my defense yet. Plus the cop that interviewed me 
is no less of a criminal than I. He lied, threatened and black- 
mailed me into a partial confession. I wish I could get the 
clink onto that creep.” 


February 24, 1997 

“ ..today...my underwear weren't fitting just right, 
always uncomfortable (more on the irritating side of uncom- 
fortable) so, [keeping] in mind that one can never get their 
own underwear in this place, and that all the underwear [is] 
shared amongst more than 200 men, I just snapped again 
and shredded all the underwear in my room and then I 
flushed them all.” 


Some entries are windows into prison life. 


February 22, 1997 

“From only three people have I heard, ‘I don’t want to be 
in here for the rest of my life. 1 am going to clean up my 
act.’ And that was from D, S$ and myself. Most other guys 
just have new scams or plans for the next armed robbery or 
the next B&E or whatever. I have been told more than once 


_ that people think of jail as a criminal college. Get this; any- 


thing under two years of sentenced time is provincial or 
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MASSAGE FOR 
HEALTH THERAPY 


on initial 
visit 


¢ Pain Relief, Relaxation, Sports, Tralning 
* Motor vehicle accident and doctor referrals 


#204, 10204 - 125 st. 451-2234 


Congratulations 
Grads of 96/97 


Edmonton AB’ 428-8597 


ENTERTAINING 
EDUCATION 
AFTER SCHOOL COURSES 


An 8-week series of Mad Science 
presentations scheduled after school 
or during lunch breaks. Offers stu- 
dents a fun way to explore science in 
an interactive, hands-on environ- 
ment! 

WORKSHOPS Conducted in 
Class. Teachers can schedule Mad 
Science Workshops as in-school field 
trips used to 
supplement their cur- 
riculum. Turn routine 
general studies into 
interactive displays of 
since in action. 


Call us 
today! 
Let us 
fascinate 
while we educate! 


Mad Science 


Comes to Edmonton 


We turn your kids on... to Science! 


So much fun, they won't notice they’re learning! 


ericksen 


QO INFINITI 


10982 - 101 Street 
Edmonton, AB 

Ph: (403) 429-4611 
Fax: (403) 424-5235 
Toll Free 
1-800-661-3966 


EDUCATIONAL 
ENTERTAINMENT 
PARTIES Close encounters 


with the wonders of Mad 
Science are a phenomenally 
popular way to turn Birthdays 
and other gatherings into excit- 
ing, memorable occasions. 


SPECIAL EVENTS 
Spectacular one-time or recur- 
ring, large scale Mad Science 
events. Mesmerizing entertain- 
ment that thrills crowds of 
children and parents 
® alike. 45-60 minute 
extravaganzas. 


Phone: 
(403) 944-2988 
Fax: (403) 944-2991 


Fine EEK sce 
Centre 


(A division of Country's 
Finest Child Care Centre Ltd.) 


c/o Millcreek School 
9735-80 Avenue 
Edmonton T6E 1S8 


Phone (403) 439-8047 
Fax (403) 434-4785 


| DRIVE A RED SABLE FLAG ME DOWN 
’'ll BUY YOUR PAPER! 


JAN BROWN M.P. (403) 271-1127 


INLAND 


Cement 


Inland Cement Limited 
12640 -156 Street 

PO Box 3961 

Edmonton, Alberta T5P 4P8 
PH: (403) 420-2500 


A CBR Company Fax: (403) 420-2503 


KIDSWEAR + 


Quality Consignment Kidswear 


22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave. 
St. Albert, AB 
T8N1B4 


(403) 459-5437 
(403) 459-KIDS 


*Cutting 5715-96 Street 
*Grooving Edmonton, Alberta 
*Threading T6E 3G2 


Bus: (403) 438-1020 
Fax: (403) 436-4945 


* Adapter and High Pressure Nipples 
* Fabrication & Pipe Sales 


Whos Par 
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served in a provincial jail like Spyhill or Fort Saskatchewan. 
And then you get ‘fed’ time which is anything over (two years 
less a day is provincial, two years plus a day is fed) where 
you'd go to a pen. I have seen ... the different reactions of 
inmates who have been sentenced to two years less and those 
who have been sentenced to a ‘deuce plus’. Here’s the thing; if 
a person gets sentenced to 18 months for example, he will 
have to serve at the very minimum two third of that, 12 
months. So they will ask the judge for more time so they can 
go to the federal system! The reason being is that even if they 
get sentenced to 24 months they can be released in 8. That 
seems a little stupid to me. But then a lot of things about jail 
are stupid.” 


February 24, 1997 


“The closer I get to my release day, the more I resent leav- 
ing-the security of these walls. If I was never to gain the ability 
- no wrong term... If 1 was simply never to have even one dol- 
lar to come into my possession ever again so long as | lived, I 
would be taken care of for the rest of my life. Every meal, 
every health need, right down to my clothing. It might not be 
too cool to start with, but after awhile I wouldn’t even notice 
anymore, and even if I did ... I wouldn't die.... My point is, is 
that while you couldn't call it much of a life, it would be (and 
in someways is) better living than some of the living I’ve seen 
attempted on the streets. There are times when I reflect on 
my life on the street and I tell myself that I’d prefer this (being 
in jail) to having to go through those things again...” 


...at breakfast...I was listening to some... retard... spout off 
about how he had instilled a little fear into his old lady by 
beating her with an ax handle or something so severely. I just 
wanted to tell him to get bent. I shows you the mentality of 
the people in here, cause while he’s talking about broken teeth 
and soiled underwear (apparently she lost control of her bow- 
els and bladder) the guys, all of them were laughing so hard a 
couple nearly choked...These are the idiots that do make it 
back to the streets.” 


Sometimes a glimpse into the real person is seen - a mixture of 
bravado, vulnerability and humour. 


January 14, 1997 


“A few weeks ago, I put in a request to see a dentist for a 
checkup. So tonight they called me down to see him and he 
did a checkup and discovered a large cavity in my back molar. 
He then left and when he came back he came in with a needle 
and said he was going to clean and fill it. I told him no and 
got up to leave. He and the guard grabbed me and forced me ° 


back into the chair. I fought them as 
though I was fighting for my life. Not out 
of anger but out of fear. They gave up and 
amidst much name calling, | left. 


Nothing in this world terrifies me as 
much as needles and spiders. When he 
came out the needle, (the nurse later told 
me) I went white as a sheet and started 
pouring with sweat. I started shaking 


uncontrollably all over. ...l came this close 
to losing control of my bladder. Go ahead - 
laugh, I don’t care. I wasn’t even that scared 
when D’s dad pulled a gun on me.” 


And a release date means leaving jail, but to 
head towards what? 


March 2, 1997 


As Sunday silently and uneventfully 
slips into Monday, I am feeling quite tired. 
Not in the sense that I need sleep however, 
but more in a tired/close to relief sort of 
way. If that makes any sense. Like the way 
one would feel if they were shoveling 4 feet 
of snow out of the driveway in front of 
their house, or 3/4 of the way through a 
day’s paperwork. And you take a break 
almost at the end. As much as you don’t 
want to do it, you tell yourself that it’s 
almost over, just another few minutes and 
you can take the whole job and be done 
with it. That's how I feel being two sleeps 
and one day away from seeing my Dad. Not 
just seeing him but seeing him without the 
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... presence of bullet proof glass or 
knowing that you can only talk about 
certain things - the most important 
things - because if you talk about trivial 
things, then you haven't said any of the 
things you wanted to say, or know the 
things you’ve wanted to find 
out....When I think about Tuesday 
[release day] I think of sitting with my 
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BONNIE 
DOON 


SHOPPING CENTRE 


82 Ave. & 83 St. 


Newly Renovated! 
Now even better than ever with over 
100 stores and services including... 

* Sears ¢ Zellers ¢ Safeway 

Open Daily 
Weekdays 10:00 - 9:00 pm 
Saturdays 9:30 - 5:30 pm 
Sundays Noon - 5:00 pm 


Administration Office 


465-7902 


FAX: 469-8763 


Will Belinda ever forget 
Zachariah? Who is the 
father of Elan’s child? 
Lunna finally admitted that 
“| did it!’. But will the truth 
set her free? 


Tired of watching the soaps all day 
long? Is your control of the remote 
control enough for you? 

Or would you rather spend your 
time programming your own future? 


For information on education, training 
and services which will prepare you for 
the challenges of work as well as 
enhancing your personal growth call: 
alberta 
DY. college 7 427-AVC-E. 


edmonton 


Dad, someplace, smiling and being 
friends, and for once not talking about 
the importance of not screwing up or 
what I need to do, because after five 
months of everyday boredom, and 
thoughts of what you are going to do 
with life, seeping into your brain, I 
know. # 


The sounds of French 
are in the air! 


rench as a Second Language -) 
“Parlons francais" 


+ 


+ Mondays & Wednesdays 
April 14 to June 4 
7:30 pm to 9:30 pm 
$135 & 
July 7 to 24 
August 5 to 22 
8:30 am to 3:30 pm 
$360 


QO 


+ Saturdays 
May 3 to July 5 
9:00 am to noon 


$135 céca 


Appelez le CECA pour une liste de nos cours populaires. 


Centre éducatif communautaire de I'Alberta 
Faculté Saint-Jean 
8406, rue Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) 
Edmonton, Alberta T6C 4G9 


Tel.: (403) 465-8600 
Fax: (403) 465-8606 


Become a successful 


PICTURE FRAMER 


ans Tutor 
Certificate Course 


A two-part program (each part 40 
hours, 5 days) which will teach you 
the skills and 


HOURS OF 
techniques to | (8 struction 
become a 
paint Call 944-9149 


Toll free 1-800-268-0897 
Fax 477-3051 


Picture Framer. 


12231 

Fort Road FRAME TUTOR 
Edmonton School of Picture Framing 
T5B 4H2 Licensed under the Private Vocational Schools Act of Alberta 


You’re On The Right Trail With... 


outhetral 


oumo rat CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE TRUCKS 


1997 Graduate Rebate Program* 


Please contact us today for more 
information about buying or leasing 
your new graduation vehicle! 


Call 439-5951 Fax 439-6759 or 
come down to 7821 - 104 Street 
(Calgary Trail Southbound) 


“Available to students graduating from Canadian universities 
or Colleges between June 1, 1995 and Dec. 31, 1997, mini- 
mum two-year program or undergraduate degree. 


A) 
See 
ZB == ° Legal Assistant (Para-legal) 
ic = * Business Administration 
. ==. Secretary 
4 = * Business Administration 
8 —— Assistant specialties including 
x eer ‘ . 
—— Medical, Legal, Bookkeeping 
—— »* Computerized Accounting 
gS -——— Financial Assistance may be available 
3 —— Job Placement Assistance 


gf = 429-0036 
CHAPALE 


BUSINESS COLLEGE 


A Ovwssinn vl Chpale Career Comice Lis 


6th Floor 10089 Jasper Avenue, : Se 
Edmonton, Alberta : opts : 
T5J 1V1 Fax 420-0425 : 


*Some restrictions apply 


” 
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some pictures 


They include Stretch, Amié, Dustin 
and Rhonda. One couple has a child. 
The age range is around 21.They fre- 
quent parks, Dennys, donut shops, etc. 
They look out for one another. Very 
tight. A friend was recently raped by 
someone they knew and the Vista 
Heights crew were part of a lynching 
mob to get the guy. 


Our Voice gave Stretch, the fellow 
drinking Pepsi out of his boot in the top 
left photo, some film to shoot some 
street pictures. This is part of Stretch’s 
album. 


They call Amié, left, "Mom". She 
motivates her group of friends to get up 
in the mornings, to get jobs. 


Some of the kids are talking about 
choosing a new home-made tattoo, far 
left. 


“Seven”, bottom left, is a free spirit, 
cool. Everyone on the street comes to 
him for advice, you can always find him 
somewhere downtown. 


You CARE About A Safe Community 
We CARE As Well 


Celanese Canada Inc. employs 


about 750 people and has been 
upgrading Alberta’s resources in 
the eastern part of Edmonton 
since 1953. 

Products are sold across Canada 
ie 5, CELANESE 


and around the world. 


THE ROYAL 
CANADIAN 
LEGION 


CHAPELHOW BRANCH #284 
606-38 Avenue NE 

Calgary, Alberta 

T2E 8J0 


Let Education Be Your 
Motivation 


“EDUCATION 
IS THE KEY” 


Deline Council 
Deline, NT XOE 0G0 
Phone: (403) 589-4800 or 
(403) 589-3151 
Fax: (403) 589-4106 


) HALL RENTALS 
AND BANQUET 
SERVICES 

Inquire for prices 
(403) 276-1775 Phone 
(4003) 276-9270 Fax 


Pam 
Barrett 


“Klein’s cuts have hurt many families. 
The welfare cuts and the jump in 
food bank use... it’s hurting. 

... somebody has to fight back.” 


Please call 474-2415. 


We're.» Back 


Pam Barrett an The New 
Democrats 


Highlands Offiice 
.5339-112th Ave. Edmonton T5W ON 
Email: ndpalta@ datanet.ab.ca 


Congratulations Grads of 96/97 


TNS, 


JAGUAR 


Exclusive Dealer 
ANGLO CANADIAN MOTORS 
17415 - 103 Ave 


486-5100 


Congratulations Grads 96/97 


=a Star 


prormotions 
Shirts ¢ Jackets ¢ Caps 
Calendars * Memo Pads 


ze: GIENOW 


50 YEARS OF INNOVATION 


WESTERN CANADA’S LEADING 
MANUFACTURER OF QUALITY 
WINDOWS AND Doors 
450-8000 Fax 450-3000 
1-800-259-4430 


We Care About Your Future! 
I HAVE A CHANCE 
Support Service Ltd. 


SERVING INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DISABILITIES OR NEEDS 


485 South Ave., Spruce Grove, AB 


Glassware ¢ Safety Awards 
Pens ¢ Lapel Pins 
Golf Accessories & More 


455-2277 
14710 - 119 Ave 
Fax: 447-2731 


Fax (403) 962-8668 


(403) 962-0433 


ABC HEADSTART | 


“preschool intervention 
programs for special kids” 
Mature Volunteers Needed 


GREAT EXPERIENCE FOR | 
THE KIDS AND YOU 


Phone Ann Babb 


2 46/105/3'5/3 


| 


“The career information Hotline i is a toll- free telephone \ 
career information and referral service. Here for you | 
with the latest information and advice on: : 
* Career planning * Occupations i 

| 


* Educations & training options + * Job search techniques 
¢ Resume preparation * Educational funding 
* Identifying appropriate organizations and referrals | 


Hours of Service | 
Mon to Thurs 8:15 am - 7:00 pm Friday 8:15 am - 4:30 pm 
| Making Contact 
| RAIbera. ea as cote 1-800-661-3753 
In Edmonton ........... 00000. 403-422-4266 Alberta 
| Hearing Impaired in Edmonton. . . 403-422-5283 
Hearing impaired in Alberta... . 1-800-232-7215 ADVANCED EDUCATION AND 
(Recer oe HOTLINE @ aecd. gov.ab.ca CAREER DEVELOPMENT 


_— ardudehaatoe supplies . 
— dewatering . 
— groundwater monitoring ‘ 
— regional groundwater evaluation } 
— water table determinations 


ydrogeological 
=~ 
( onsultants Itd. 


investigations involving any aspect of GROUNDWATER | 
| 


10704 - 181 street 
edmonton, alberta thc 1k8 | 
phone (403) 483-7240 
fax (403) 484-9413 


| M. L. (Midge) Clissold 


THE WORD 


Phelan ears 20 off course 


t's been a bad week for ears. In Hartlepool a church worker bit off a 
[om ear during an altercation in a restaurant called, appropriately 

enough, Tasty Bites. In France, meanwhile, a man was almost killed 
after a giant ear landed on his car. The auricle in questio was 27-year- 
old Fabian Antille, one of 10 skydivers who were descending on a Deaf 
Awareness Festival disguised as ears. “We were the climax to the day’s 
activities,” explained Mr Antille. “We had large foam costumes and 
were supposed to do a Dance of Hearing once we'd landed.” 
Unfortunately, high winds blew the parachuting ears off course. Four 
landed on top of a supermarket, five in a field, while the unfortunate 
Mr Antille tumbled onto the bonnet of a moving car, causing the 
driver to lose control and crash into a ditch. “The strange thing was,” 
said motorist Jean Claire, “that I was on my way to pick up a new 
hearing aid.” 


Singing squash headed for the top 


ome amazing developments on the horticultural front. In Wales 
| Sats have developed a grass which stays green even after it 

withers and dies. This is nothing, however, compared to events in 
Albania, where a farmer has cultivated a talking squash. The verbose 
vegetable was the work of 56-year-old Antis Gragous, who grew it on 
his farm near Berat. “When he told me it could talk I thought he was 
joking,” recalled a neighbour. “But then the squash said “No, no. It’s 
true. I have a voice and feelings.’ Then it asked if | had any Gloria 
Estafan tapes - I was speechless.” Before long people were coming 
from miles around to view the miraculous squash, paying 75 cents 
each to hear it sing and recite poetry, and it was only when the 
vegetable suddenly made a crackling sound and exploded that it was 
discovered its ‘voice’ was in fact a radio transmitter that had been 
inserted beneath its skin. “It was a shame,” said one local impresario, 
“it was a wonderful singer and could have made it to the the top.” 


Bubbly Bandit pops corks to attack 


t’s all been going horribly wrong with champagne. In Moscow six 
Jpn were injured by flying champagne corks at a diplomatic 

function. “I told them we should have had the Asti Spumate,” said 
one Official, “but they just wouldn’t listen.” Still more bizarre have 
been the events in Rome, where there have been a spate of 
unprovoked attacks by a man armed with a bottle of vintage bubbly. 
“He jumped out right in front of me,” recalled one victim. “He had a 
limp, and a big bulge in his raincoat and I thought he was a flasher, 
but then he pulled out a bottle of champagne and popped the cork. It 
hit me right between the eyes and knocked me out.” The Bubbly 
Bandit, as he has been dubbed, has to date claimed 12 victims, 
including one man who was hospitalized with a fractured jaw, and 
another who was forced to bend over while no fewer than three 
champagne corks were fired at his bottom. “All we know for certain, 
said one police officer, “is that he’s a psychopathic multi-millionaire 
wine-expert with a gammy leg and a fondness for Veuve-Cliquot ‘76. 
Other than that, we’re at a loss.” 


Articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London, England's street-sold magazine. 


Our Voice 


BY WENDY MCPHERSON_ 


id you ever wonder who that vendor is that you see 

regularly on the corner of Whyte Avenue by "Pigs 

Fly"? He is 54 year-old Edmonton vendor #0610, 
Steve "Cec" Garfin. You may also see him in the Pedway 
of the Churchill L.R.T. Station or in front of the 
downtown library. Steve has been a faithful Our Voice 
vendor for almost three years. 


He's a colourful fellow too, as anyone who has met 
him will attest. Steve will bend your ear for just about as 
long as you'll listen. And he can talk about many different 
things. 


Steve feels that his U of A - Business Management 
Diploma, N.A.I.T. - Business Administration and Data 
Processing Diplomas, and S.A.I.T. - Marketing 
Administration education make him a unique vendor. He 
also feels that his work experience as Manager of the Hudson 
Bay Store for 2 years in 1969, his 6 years as a part time employ- 
ee of Sears and Woodwards, and his equal partnership of Green 
and Gold Land Developers add to his uniqueness. 


Steve has a handicap, "Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy" 
which affects the blood flow in his legs. If he's on his legs for 
extended periods of time, it causes severe swelling, which 
forces him to stay at home for long periods with his legs elevat- 
ed. He loves to walk and be out selling Our Voice, but he is 
often limited by his legs. Selling the magazine is one job where 
Steve can work only as long as his legs permit him to. 


Selling the magazine gives a livelihood, the funds he needs 
for everyday living, but he finds there is more to it. He gets 
plenty of fresh air and exercise in a day. What he finds the 
most beneficial, though, is that he has been able to meet and 
make many friends, as well as renew friendships with people 
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he hasn't seen in years. 


The magazine has also provided Steve with the opportunity 
to work on and develop old skills of writing stories, poetry, and 
cartoons. He has written as a hobby for the last 35 years, and 
has had the pleasure of having some of his work published in 
this magazine. 


Steve has lots of ideas, and is constantly coming up with 
more projects than he can follow up on. 


Steve would like to take this opportunity to thank all of his 
supporters in Edmonton, on Whyte Avenue and in the down- 
town area. He says: "They are truly kind and considerate peo- 
ple, and I am proud to get to know them and have them as 
friends, or even just acquaintances. I will surely miss them 
when I am writing full-time and no longer vending." + 


SS ES ae e See 
UR VOICE VENDOR’S CODE 
* | will be sober at all times while working 


* | will be polite to all members of the public 
* | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


Rivals (9) At the start or beginning 


6 The Clintons’ cat (5) (5) 
9 Small trinket put ina 2 Glows-in-the-dark (15) 
Christmas loot bag (8,7) 3 Openly, frankly - sans 

10 Lukewarmly (7) clothing? (7) 
|| New York town (7) 4 Babysitter Capricorn? (5,4) 
12 Once upon a time...(5) 5 Common childhood insult 
13 Hyped-up, excessive (4,5) (5) 

6 A striking or gorgeous 


15 Fever resulting in sore 
joints (9) woman (7) 
7 Big, glossy tome with lots 
of pictures (6,5,4) 

You may get these from 
laughing too hard (4,5) 


17 Medical: two of the three 
main pelvic bones (5) 


18 To shut off by oneself (7) 
20 Replies to questions (7) 


ee) 


12 Air-traffic controller: the 


ros obo) sfanoeeneee: 


os bs 
14 Trades (9) | a i” 


22 Where upper-crust girls 
were once sent (9,6) 


16 Used in hair or eaten as i 


desserts (7) 


23 Looks at lasciviously (5) 


24 What unions and manage- 24 


ment try to agree on (2,7) 


se 
17 Kids’ mini cars, propelled 
19 Brand of mineral water (5) Crossword #49 | 
21 What ‘media marketing 
representatives’ try to get Puzzle #50 
©) answers will be 
published in the 
July issue of 
Our Voice. 


CERTAINLY SIR! 
42 JULIEN ST, 
IN GALLEGOS 
ARGENTINA. 


AND PEOPLE STILL 
SAY THE SOUTH POLE 


‘ INHOSPITABLE J / 


{EXCUSE ME, 


JOU'RE MOST 
COULD you TELL 


WELCOME SIR? 


Lor Orn SSA 1996 


The Other Side 


Know Cause FT 
when I put (a gocks$ are 
them on 4 hite. [t's just 
the old lady|| your eyes are 


Told me: blood shot. 


Soupline Bob — 


Kind 


Siu ppor t e@ r § _ Thank you to the following businesses and organizations 
whose support helps publish this magazine. 


A. Capella Catering 
12704 110 Avenue 


C & M Printing Service 
10552 110 Street 


Feehan & Feehan 
1740 Sunlife Place 


Northern Transportation Co. 
42003 Mackenzie Highway 


Edmonton AB Edmonton AB Edmonton AB Hay River AB 
T5M 2L7 T5H 3C5 T5} 3HI XOE ORY 
454 2642 414 6025 424 6425 874 5100 
Access Auto Repair Ltd. C. W. Eavestroughing Galloway Seeds The Jewish Federation of 
10604 169 Street 9404 58 Avenue 57174 Range Road 225 Edmonton 
Edmonton AB Edmonton AB Edmonton AB 7200 156 Street 
T5P 3X6 T5] 3N9 T8L 3Z9 Edmonton AB 
484 1194 436 1100 998 3036 T5R 1X3 
Alberta Traffic Supply Ltd. Chief Automotives Hearthstone Holidays 487 0585 
7798 16 Street 4920 99 Street Box 68065 #162 The Magic Touch Massage — 
Edmonton AB Edmonton AB Bonnie Doon Mall Tanni 
T6P IL9 T6E 3N6 Edmonton AB 10129 104 Street 
. 440 4114 437 1030 T6C 4N6 Edmonton AB 
Alphacom Consultants Ltd. Clarke Transport 465 2874 TS} IAI 
10171 Saskatchewan Drive 12555 62 Street JNJ Parts Service 448 9282 
Suite 201 Edmonton AB 12839 56 Street Water Brothers Roofing Ltd. 
Edmonton AB TSW 4W9 Edmonton AB 5829-97 Street 
T6E 4R5 47| 6336 T5E0C9 Edmonton,AB 
439 3960 Eden's Funeral Home 478 2086 T6E 3)2 
Arco Automotive Service 966 Elm Street Karo 445-9073 
Centre Pincher Creek AB 1000 5 Avenue SW Suite 500 Viking Plastics 
5001 50 Avenue TOK 1WO0 Calgary AB 11004 166A Street 
Calmar AB 403 627 3131 T2P 579 Edmonton AB 
TOC OVO Faculty Information 403 266 4094 TSP 4H6 
985 2222 Technologies Nikaneet First Nations 484 6827 
Arigon Corporation 10130 103 Street Suite 1300 PO Box 548 
700 6 Avenue SW Suite 2210 Edmonton AB Maple Creek SK 
Calgary AB T5) 3N9 SON INO 
T2P 0T8 944 0066 306 662 3660 
403 299 4706 
COULD YoU GO TO THE [WHEW He ARRIVES. 
AWD GET SOME er eae eee a pamreeh ts 


ay 
N HEY SHEL, Youve BEEN | >. 
STANDING THERE A WHILE! 
) /S THERE SOMETHING 
YOU NEED? 


HERE, TAKE SOME 
OF MY CHANGE 


LOOk, I MAKE BIG BUCKS, I Gor 
LoTS OF PROPERTY, MY OWN 
JET, EVERYTHING I WANT! BUT 
MY WIFE SPLIT AND TOOK THE 
KIDS Too! T'M ALL ALoNe Now! TAKE 


IT FROM ME, THERES ONLY 
fe ONE THING z 


.NO, THERES ONLY ONE 
THING MONEY WONT 
BUY AN THATS POVERTY. 


is va 
= © g| LR J 


see page 16 


‘ 


